OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY AFRICA REGIONAL GROUP (OTARG)
MINUTES OF THE BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 13TH SEPTEMBER 2011 HELD IN LIVINGSTONE, ZAMBIA.

1. WELCOME

The chairperson, Alfred Ramukumba, welcomed all delegates and observers.
2. APOLOGIES

Brenda Ephriam  (Vice Chairman)

Lisa Wegner (Secretary)

Theresa Lorenzo (Chairperson of the Scientific Committee)

Judith van der Veen (Scientific Committee)

3. PRESENT

Christel Couronne (Mauritius)
Ekwan Francis (Uganda)

Fiona Paulin (Seychelles)

Eckiwe Kamanga (Zambia)

Sandra Ciernioch (Swaziland)
Albert Pascal (Tanzania)

Rosemary Crouch (Newsletter)
Sharon Britnell (WFOT President)

Vivyan Alers (Web page)

Justice Mc Kenzie (Botswanna)

Peter Ndaa (Ghana)


Americo dos Santos Ncuha (Mozambique)

Dorothy Chinguo (Malawi)

Tecla Mlambo (Zimbabwe)

Rosen Botokro (Togo)

Pat de Witt (South Africa)

Alfred Ramukumba (Chairperson)
Fasloen Adams (Treasurer)




4. AGENDA

The agenda for the meeting was confirmed as no additional items were added by the members present.
5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the previous meeting were made available to all members via the OTARG web site.

Minutes of the meeting were taken as read. There were no corrections.

The minutes were proposed by Rosemary Crouch and seconded by Fasloen Adams.
5.1
OTARG MEMBERSHIP FEES

Ms Adams requested that the committee consider raising the OTARG membership fees to support the work of the organisation. Current fees are:

· Individual membership $5 per year($10 for 2 years)

· Student membership $2.5 per year ($5 for 2 years)

· Association fees> 50 members $10 per year ($20 for 2 years)

· Association fees<50 members $20 per year ($40 for 4years).

The treasurer was asked to compile document that will be circulated to members outlining new membership fees for member countries to consider. The importance of fees that are accessible to both member countries and individual members was highlighted as well as the need to extend the membership to bring in more funds.  WFOT outlined the benefits of membership to OTARG to individual OTs as well as the need to have some discretionary money to extend partnerships and the projects of the organisation.
5.2 
NEWSLETTER
Rosemary Crouch reported that there had been two editions of the newsletter printed.  The last newsletter had been translated in to French and thanks were extended to Rosenn Botokro. It was agreed that it should also be translated in to Portuguese. 
It was further agreed that the newsletter and the translations will be posted on the OTARG web page.

Rosemary requested feedback and comment on the newsletter from members.
5.3
WEBPAGE
Vivyan Alers reported that many changes have been made to the web page and that it is successful communication tool.  She agreed to investigate the different language options on the web page.
It was agreed that the scientific committee send the congress abstracts and authors contact details be posted on the web page but that the power point presentations for ethical reasons should not be there.

5.4 OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY: AN AFRICAN PERSPECTIVE
Vivyan Alers reported that the book which was an OTARG initiative.  The current issues will have to be reprinted and a 2nd edition will be considered at the next OTARG Congress. 
6 BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE CHAIRPERSON

Prof. Ramukumba presented the report for the past two years. See attached.

He thanked WFOT for their support over the past two years and the following office bearers for their contribution: Fasloen Adams (Treasurer), Lisa Wegner (Secretary), Rosemary crouch (Newsletter) and Vivyan Alers (Webpage) and 1st Editor of the book “Occupational Therapy: An African Perspective”.

He also thanked all members of the local organising committee and scientific committee of the 7th OTARG Congress for their contribution to the success of the Congress.

7 TREASURERS REPORT

7.1
Ms Adams reported on the finances of OTARG over the past two years. See report attached. 

7.2
She highlighted the high service fees costs of the bank. She requested permission to investigate alternative financial institutions to see if a bank with lower services fess could be identified.

She was given a mandate to investigate and move the OTARG account to a financial institution where lower bank charged could be obtained.

8 Election of Office bearers

Sharon Britnell (WFOT President) managed the elections

It was confirmed that the following offices were vacant:

· Chairperson

· Vice Chairperson

· Secretary

· Member at Large (Additional Member)

· Student Member

All outgoing members were thanked for their contribution and Rosemary Crouch gave a special word of thanks to Alfred for all he had done for the organisation during his term of office.

The following persons were nominated and elected by secret ballot.

	Office
	Nominees
	Elected

	Chairperson
	Sarah  Matovu (Uganda)

Modise Mogotsi (SA) 
	Sarah Matovu

	Vice chairperson
	Justice Mackenzie Nthitu (Botswana)

Christel Couronne (Mautitius)
Elewani Ramugodo (SA)
	Justice Mackenzie Nthitu

	Secretary
	Pat de Witt
	Pat de Witt

	Member at large
	Albert Pascal (Tanzania)

Rozenn Botokro (Togo)

Meghan Dawson (SA)
	Albert Pascal

	Newsletter
	Rosemary Crouch (SA)

Kerry-Lyn Armstrong (SA)
	Rosemary Crouch

	Web page
	Vivyan Alers
	Vivyan Alers

	Student member
	Tatenda Maphosa
	Tatenda Maphosa


The new committee was congratulated on their appointment and will take office from Friday the 16thSeptember 2011.
9 OTARG 8TH CONGRESS

Chairperson called for nomination for hosting the 8th OTARG congress requesting that members consider the following principles when making a proposal. 

Congresses have been held as follows:

· 1999
 Mauritius 

· 2001 
Uganda

· 2003 
Kenya

· 2005 
Moshi

· 2007 
Zanzibar

· 2009 
Malawi

· 2011 
Zambia

The congress should not be in South Africa, the venue must be easily accessible for all African delegates, travel and fees should be affordable but also be in a venue that will attract international delegates.

Two member countries bid for the congress: Zimbabwe and Mauritius.  Both counties motivated their bid. After a second round of voting the bid was awarded to Zimbabwe.

Tecla Mulambo (Zimbabwe) will organise the scientific committee and ask Executive committee for assistance if needed.
10 NEW MATTERS

10.1 
Sharon Britnell (WFOT President) requested that all member countries study the World report on disability and hold an event (symposium or meeting) to discuss the meaning and significance of this report for OTs in each country and then inform her that this has occurred.  The details of this report will be presented on Thursday morning in the congress.

10.2 
Lana van Niekerk (President of OTASA) reported that it was now possible for OT Associations in Africa to affiliate with OTASA and receive the Journal and newsletter and be updated on all OT activities in South Africa.

10.3
Signatories of the OTARG account

 Member counties were asked to approve a change in signatory and also to approve that the Secretary Prof P. de Witt be the co signatory on the account as the new Chairperson lives in Uganda.

Motion:

The treasurer and the secretary have the authority to sign for transactions on behalf of OTARG.

The motion was proposed by Mauritius (Christel Couronne) and seconded by tecla Mulambo ( Zimbabwe)

The motion was carried unopposed..

11 It was requested that the registration of OTARG as a NGO in South Africa be investigated.  Dr Rosemary crouch and Vivyan Alers were asked to do this and report to The OTARG Executive.
Motion:
Rosemary crouch and Vivyan Alers to investigate and register OTARG as NGO in South Africa. 

Proposed by Zambia(Eckiwe Kamanga) and Justice Mackenzie Nthitu (Botswanna).

Motion was carried unopposed.









15.09.2011

In attendance:

Maghan Dawson 

South Africa

Susan Coppola 

USA

Alice Shipman


UK/ Malawi

Lisa McGowan 

South Africa

Hereulene van Staden 
South Africa

Margaux d’Hangest d’Yvoy
South Africa


Sambaladevi Chemen

Maurititius

Judith Beeson 


UK

Keery Lyn Armstrong 

South Africa

Annemadelein Scherer
South Africa
Tatenda Maphosa 

Zimbabwe

1

